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Pam Klassen : Making Gift Scrapbooksin a Snap: 20 Perfect Presentsfor Family and Friends before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Making Gift Scrapbooksin a
Snap: 20 Perfect Presents for Family and Friends:

22 of 23 people found the following review helpful. A basic guide to creating quick little scrapboook albumsBy A.
RyanThree and a half stars for ajob adequately done. Thetitle of this book brought up all sorts of expectations for me:
yes, | know, you'd think 1'd learn by now, huh? Well, when "gift", "scrapbook” and "In asnap" are in the same
sentence, my mind makes connections before | know it. These expectations were:1. The book would focus on small
scal e scrapbooks (smaller than 81/2 by 11) suitable for gifting2. | would learn how to plan such an album from start to
finish3. The author would teach ways to organize my time so that | could finish the album quickly4. The book would
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thoroughly picture some examples of complete gift scrapbooks and/or layout plans, from the first page to the end.5. |
would be shown both how to complete a variety of ready-made albums and also how to make our own albums from
scratch6. The layouts featured inside would be the same kind of high-quality, cutting-edge styles found in Memory
Makers magazinel'd say most of these expectations were fulfilled. | did learn alot about how to plan my gift
scrapbook before | started, tips on how to unify the look of the album and how to cut down on unnecessary materials
so that | could work quickly. There were some cute mini album projects detailed in the last section which are to be
made from scratch. There were alot of ideas for theme albums that | wouldn't have thought of on my own, but which |
will use to make great gifts for my family and friendsin the years to come. | really wasn't surprised that the looks of
the scrapbooks that author Pam Klassen used to illustrate these methods were on the simple side-it makes sense that
simpler means faster. Not a collage style clutter in the bunch (which suits my style perfectly).The two that weren't
fulfilled do bother me a bit, though. Numbers 4 and 6 just didn't come through for me. We see afew object lessons
illustrated with more than one page from an abum, but never the whole thing: | wanted to see how a gift album should
flow from start to finish. It's one thing to read about it, quite another to see the pictures. At the very least | thought
there should have been some flow charts or diagrams to guide me in the final organization; | wouldn't have to follow
them dlavishly, but they would have helped me with the "big picture" much more than just text. Thisisavisual
medium, after al. My opinion about that |ast one, number 6, is based on having read most of the other books that
Memory Makers has ever produced. | am familiar with their publications, which usually have at least afew layouts
that "wow" me and many more that make impressions on my own layouts long after | am done reading. Making Gift
Scrapbooks in a Snap had some nice but unimpressive layouts compared to those other books. | just didn't come away
inspired. As any scrapbooker knows, that's half the reason to buy these books! So, thisis a good solid guide to the basic
concept of making quick gift scrapbooks. | suspect that beginning scrapbookers will be the ones to get the most out of
this, while the more advanced album crafters will be wanting a little more.-Andrea, aka Merribelle.13 of 14 people
found the following review helpful. Don't judge a book by its cover...By Ashley Pl bought this off of without getting a
chance to actually look inside of it first, so | was going by 1) other reviews, 2) the description and 3) the cover. After
looking over al of these, it sounded like the book might have some interesting, fresh, "funky" ideas for gift books. So |
ordered it. When | got it, though, | was quite disappointed. It DOES have some fresh ideas... *some*. Thereisone
chapter that contains these, but most of the book consists of what | think to be rather typical scrapbooking. Nothing
wrong with that, if that's your thing... but it isn't mine, and everything | saw really led me to expect something more
interesting. | guess | should have expected atypical scrapbook book, sinceit isfrom Memory Makers. | have afew
issues of their magazine, and the items featured in that are alot more interesting that most of what | saw in this
book.Still not a book I mind owning, but not what | expected. | might have paid $4 or $5 for this used, but | would
never have paid this price for it new had | actually seen the inside first.So, buyer beware... if you'reinto fresh, funky,
vibrant, altered sorts of art... the cover isabit deceiving, and this book may not be for you. Get alook at it, at alibrary
or abookstore, before you buy!11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A must have for those who prefer
to give personal giftsBy Julie LovisaThere is nothing more appreciated than a gift from the heart, and making a
keepsake scrapbook for afamily member, friend, or really just about anyone who touches your lifeis a gift that will be
treasured. MAKING GIFT SCRAPBOOKSIN A SNAP is an indispensable book for ideas for small themed
scrapbooks and for techniques (which many experienced scrappers will probably already know about) to include on
the pages. However, for someone crunched for time, or a simple scrapper like myself, having step-by-step instructions
to follow is exactly what is needed.Some ideas included in the book are: year-in-review, bridal shower/wedding,
timeline (i.e. for a pregnancy or baby'sfirst year), family history, calendar of events, memorial, ABC abums,
children's storybooks, altered books, and a brag book; but really, thisisjust the tip of theiceberg in terms of themes
presented.With 20 projects included and an additional 50 album ideas to inspire you, you will never be at aloss for
ideas to show those close to you how much you care.

While afull-sized scrapbook can take months to put together, the charming gift scrapbooks in this guide can be created
in afew days, allowing scrapbooks to easily share their craft with those they care about most. Pam Klassen, along-
time editor for Memory Makers, teaches readers how to construct smallformat scrapbooks, perfect for gifts, through
concepting the gift book while maintaining quality and creativity. Offering readers dozens of dynamic ideas for
themed albums, including books for new babies, weddings, teachers, and anniversaries, this guide provides
scrapbookers of all skill levels with valuable techniques and inspiring idess.

About the AuthorPam Klassen is a former editor for Memory Makers, During her tenure at Memory Makers, she
oversaw the creation of thousands of pieces of artwork and hel ped concept new techniques that impacted the course of
modern scrapbooking.



