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Jack McKee : Builder Boards: How to Build the Take-Apart Playhouse  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Builder Boards: How to Build the Take-Apart Playhouse: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Great idea!By S. RossiThis author really understands the need for 
children to use real materials rather than "made for kids" materials.Once you make the necessary boards, a playhouse 
can be built and taken apart and rebuilt. No need for a moving truck to move the project,just unstack the boards and 
rebuild at a new site.This is for a parent or family member who has some carpentry skills themselves and has the time 
to make the initial investment of skill/time which pays off big for your carpenter/builder child.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. One StarBy EricVery unclear instructions. Book helps but barely anymore than. What's 
available free online.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy Kansas KountryWe are currently 
working to build the pieces and the kids can't wait to build their playhouse using this book!

Builder Boards promote working together, develop creativity, encourage problem solving, and teach 3-dimensional 
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thinking. They can be stored in a closet, and can be used inside or outside. A great project for the family to do 
together, and they last a lifetime.

BUILDER BOARDS is a great little book! -- Becky Rupp, Home Education Magazine, Jul-Aug 2000BUILDER 
BOARDS are a great success at the Mine Discovery Museum. -- Andrea Stark, Director of Exhibits, Maine Discovery 
MuseumBUILDER BOARDS are the children's first choice in the playroom. They have hours of fun making the most 
creative "houses". -- Maureen Baker, Women care shelter, Bellingham, WABuilder Boards are perfect anyplace young 
children are encouraged to learn through play and hands-on experience. -- Mindport Exhibits, Bellingham, WA, Jan 
1999If you have kids or know kids get this book. Build these boards and strike fire into their imaginations. -- Daniel 
Carter, This Old WorkshopThank you for a very fulfilling project. My boys describe BUILDER BOARDS as " like 
Legos only better". --Jeffrey GausFrom the PublisherPublisher: Hands On BooksFrom the Author Builder Boards A 
Playhouse Kids Build Themselves As a builder and newly minted preschool teacher, I found children loved activities I 
was able to create from the world of tools, building and fixing. We took apart VCR's, patched bike tires, put faucets, 
flashlights and locks together and made things from wood. One day during this "shop" class I was watching kids play 
with Lincoln Logs and, for no apparent reason, thought, "wouldn't it be cool if kids could build their own playhouse", 
like big Lincoln Logs? I was so taken with the idea I went home to my workshop and began experimenting. Logs were 
too heavy. Cardboard tubes and plastic plumbing pipe were too awkward and ugly. What about notched plywood 
boards? I worked out the details of board length and notch spacing and made some test pieces. Encouraged, I went 
ahead. Ninety-nine boards later, viola! A playhouse! I took the playhouse to class and, made a mistake a more 
experienced teacher wouldn't have, asking, "who wants to help build a playhouse?" Naturally everyone did. Chaos 
ensued. Kids bumped into each other, walked on boards and no one could see which board to put on next. I discovered 
eight preschoolers were way too many for one playhouse. But once we got down to three or so, they were able to work 
together and plan their creation as they built it. Eventually, the kids got the walls up and were ready for the roof. In my 
excitement to test the playhouse I hadn't built the roof yet, so I got out a blanket. Big disappointment. The kids looked 
at me as if to say, "After we went to all this work to make this wonderful house, you get out a blanket? We want a real 
roof." I had to promise to bring the "real" roof next week. I was pleased with my creation, but during the next two 
years, the children taught me that it could be much more than a playhouse. Using their imaginations, children hardly 
ever built a regular playhouse, instead building a house with two doors, and windows everywhere and a house with no 
doors or windows at all. Once they built a house with a tunnel entrance and a flat roof. After that came caves, castles, 
forts, towers, a reptile museum and a hot dog stand. The idea of building a playhouse gave way to the idea of building 
from a child's imagination. Since then (1994) Builder Boards have undergone rigorous use in public school 
classrooms, Montessori schools, at a summer camp for disabled children. They always attract a crowd of eager young 
builders. Teachers and parents like them as much as the kids. Builder Boards are used in about 30 Children's Museums 
around the country. In a museum setting, Builder Boards seem to attract the kid in fathers who enjoy working with 
their own children to erect something together. My current fantasy is to build a truck load of pieces, enough so a group 
of kids could build a whole little village at the same time. 


