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Scott Heffley : Bold Improvisation: Searching for African-American Quilts - The Heffley Collection  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bold Improvisation: Searching 
for African-American Quilts - The Heffley Collection: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. An inspiration!By ANCOBold Improvisations is probably one of my 
favorite quilting books in my collection (the only competition comes from Kaffe Fassett.) After a copy of this book 
was passed around my quilting group, I promptly came home and ordered a copy for myself. The quilts in this 
collection are a delight for the eyes, and a true inspiration for any quilter who enjoys color, pattern and improvisational 
piecing!1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful bookBy Dr David CookThis is a beautiful book 
full of big photos.Unfortunately the dust cover was a bit soiled and the base of the spine a bit dinted.0 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy MINNIE 2001ok

This coffee-table art book presents more than 50 bold quilts collected by Scott Heffley dating back 122 years. A 
tribute to their soulful beauty, the book shows traditional quilts next to their improvisational cousins, as well as 
African textiles that demonstrate similarities to this American art. Also included are ways to examine quilts, fabric 
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dating, and the importance of recording the history of these quilts. Heffley offers insightful aesthetic observations as 
well, an outgrowth of his work restoring masterpieces at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas City.

Unpretentious but always right on target, Scott Heffley wants us to see what he sees. The care he brings to enlarging 
our understanding of African-American quilts sparkles with as much personal warmth as the quilts themselves do from 
their riotously colorful patchwork. --Marc Wilson, Director, Nelson-Atkins Museum of ArtScott Heffley has taken 
contemporary quilt lovers, preservers and collectors on a journey of the evolution of his collection of African 
American quilts. Most important, he curatorially defines each quilt in the collection within the understanding of 
contemporary and African and African American ethnic traditional styles. This helps to further understand the history 
and culture of African and African American textile work and design. Heffley's work will undoubtedly contribute 
much to the body of knowledge of African American quilting. --Samuel W. Black, Curator of African American 
Collections, John Heinz History Center, PittsburghI first saw Scott Heffley's wonderful collection of African American 
quilts in 1998. I have seen it grow since then and am delighted that it is so beautifully presented in this informative 
book which I will highly recommend to my colleagues, my friends, and my students. --Dr. Maude Southwell 
Wahlman, Dorothy and Dale Thompson/Missouri Endowed Professor of Global Arts, The University of Missouri-
Kansas CityAbout the AuthorScott Heffley began collecting African-American quilts 20 years ago. His fascination 
with American folk art and textiles led him into this uncharted territory long before the current popularity of these 
quilts. When not pursuing his avocation of collecting, Scott restores paintings at the Nelson Atkins Museum of Art in 
Kansas City, Missouri. He uses his experience of working on paintings by such masters as Rembrandt, Van Gogh and 
Sargent when he looks at quilts and discusses their color relationships, artistic merit and aesthetics. He loves to 
immerse himself in the beauty and history of objects, whether at the museum, in antique markets or at home. Scott 
graduated from Bucknell University in Pennsylvania with degrees in chemical engineering, chemistry and studio art. 
His conservation graduate degree is from the Cooperstown Graduate Program in New York. 


